
Governor’s 2007-09 Puget Sound Budget 
Detailed Description by Action Area 

Prevent and Cleanup Toxics Pollution ($54.7 million)  

1. Accelerate Clean-ups through on the Ground Actions ($50.6 Million) 

a. Puget Sound Clean-ups Aquatic - $40 million ($39M Local Toxics, 
$1M Local) Grants will be provided to local governments and ports 
for clean-up work at 18 contaminated sites within ½ mile of Puget 
Sound including $14.5 million in Bellingham Bay;$17.6 million for 
Elliot Bay and $5.5 million for Commencement Bay.   

b. Puget Sound Upland Sites - $4.7 million (State Toxics) The 
Department of Ecology will initiate or continue cleanup work at 25 
sites within ½ mile of Puget Sound. This represents 20 percent of the 
115 identified sites for which clean-up has not begun.  

c. Clean up State owned Aquatic Lands - $5.9 million (State Toxics) 
The Department of Ecology will initiate or continue focused cleanup 
work at 25 sites within ½ mile of Puget Sound on state owned aquatic 
lands. Work will occur in Port Gardner, Fidalgo Bay, Kitsap 
Peninsula/Port Gamble, Port Angeles, Shelton/Oakland Bay, and 
Dumas Bay.  

2. Help Local Governments and Business Prevent Toxic Contamination ($4.1 
million) 

a. Prevent contamination of Urban Bays - $1.7 million ($1.3 million 
State Toxics Account, $360,000 Local Toxics Account) The 
Department of Ecology will work with permitted and unpermitted 
facilities in Commencement Bay and the Duwamish River to prevent 
contamination and recontamination from stormwater. Work will 
include technical assistance to 225 businesses in reducing toxics and 
additional compliance inspections.     

b. Local Toxics Control Specialist - $2 million (Local Toxics) In Puget 
Sound it is estimated that there are 30,000 businesses that likely 
generated hazardous waste, yet less than 1,000 are state permitted 
facilities. The Department of Ecology will provide grants to local 
governments to hire ten toxics control specialists to provide assistance 
to 1,000 to 3,000 businesses on ways to reduce solid waste and toxics.  
Theses efforts are estimated to reduce 25 tons of hazardous waste and 
3,000 tons of solid waste a year.  

c. Finding Safer Chemical Alternatives - $400,000 (State Toxics) One 
roadblock to using less toxic materials is the lack of information on 
safer alternatives.  DOE would review and compile research on 
alternatives toxics for chemical included in chemical action plans and 
provide this information to 37,000 businesses, state agencies, and local 
governments.  Information would be available to and estimated 50,000 
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citizens through a state website, 1-800 number, publications and 
presentations.  

Restore Damaged Forest, Rivers, Shorelines and Marine Waters ($37.4 Million) 

1. Protect Essential Habitat through on the Ground Actions ($35.5 Million)  

a. Salmon Habitat Restoration - Salmon Recovery Funding Board - $24 
Million (State Bonds) Grants would be provided to local governments 
and tribes for projects to restore salmon habitat including removal of fish 
passage barriers, restoration of estuaries, flood plains riparian areas and 
remove riverbank armoring.   These funds will leverage federal and local 
fund sources. 

b. Restore Nearshore and Shoreline Habitats - $7 million (State Bonds) 
Continues the Department of Fish and Wildlife’s successful efforts to 
restore neashore and shoreline habitat in Puget Sound.   This funding will 
concentrate upon restoring natural marine shoreline process including 
protection and restoration of beach sediments and removal of existing 
bulkheads.  These funds will leverage federal and local fund sources.  

c. Remove creosote pilings - $4 million (State Toxics) The Department of 
Natural Resources will remove 700-800 tons of creosote logs from Puget 
Sound beaches.   

d. Improve and restore farmland - $1.2 million (Water Quality 
Account) The State Conservation Commission would provide grants to 
Puget Sound Conservation Districts to provide technical assistance and 
project match to farmers, and horse owners to implement projects and 
develop management plans to restore habitat and improve water quality.  

e. Remove Derelict Vessels - $500,000 (Derelict Vessel Acct.) The 
Department of Natural Resources would remove at least 26 derelict and 
abandoned vessels in Puget Sound.  These vessels are high risk for oil 
spills and their removal was recommended by the Oil Spill Advisory 
Council. 

f. Aquatic Restoration Projects - $200,000 (ALEA) The Department of 
Natural Resources will undertake restoration projects on aquatic lands in 
Pierce, Thurston, Kitsap and King Counties.  

2. State Agency Actions  
1. Control Invasive Tunicates - $500,000 (ALEA) The Department of 

Fish and Wildlife and the Puget Sound Action Team would continue 
efforts to control and remove invasive tunicates which threaten native 
Puget Sound species and habitats.  
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Reduce Stormwater Runoff ($25.3 million) 

1. Prevent further contamination with on the Ground Actions ($14.6 
Million) 

a. Local Innovative Stormwater Pilots and Retrofit Projects - $14.1 
million  ($9.1 Million State Bonds, $5 million Local Toxics 
Account) Grants will be provided to local governments to retrofit 
existing stormwater projects to handle stormwater in more effective 
manner and to pilot low impact development techniques such as 
pervious pavement, rain gardens and bioswales.  These projects 
prevent toxic stormwater from entering Puget Sound as well as 
demonstrate the effectiveness of these techniques.  

b. State Parks Stormwater Improvements - $571,000 (State Bonds) 
State Parks would permit and design projects to reduce stormwater 
entering Puget Sound at Saltwater and Belfair State Parks  

2. Enhance Local Government Programs to Control Stormwater ($9.5 
million) 

a. Phase II Stormwater Jumpstart Grants - $9 million ($7 million 
Local Toxics Account, $2 million Federal) Approximately 100 cities 
and counties will be required to meet new standards to reduce 
stormwater.  DOE will provide grants to local governments to help 
them develop and implement revised local stormwater management 
programs including; local stormwater ordinances, and proper operation 
and maintenance of stromwater facilities.  

b. Low Impact Stormwater Project Assistance - $500,000 (Water 
Quality Account) The Puget Sound Action Team or its successor will 
continue to provide technical assistance to local governments to revise 
their stormwater regulations and development standards to allow for 
low impact stormwater projects. 

3. Ramp-up Stormwater Compliance - $280,000 (Other Funds) In November 
2005, the DOE revised construction stormwater permit requirements.  An 
additional 2,400 permits are anticipated next biennium.  Additional staff will 
issue permits, provide technical assistance, and conduct compliance 
inspections.  

4. Monitor the Effectiveness of Stormwater Controls - $800,000 ($400,000 
Water Quality Account. $400,000 WQPFA) New stormwater permits 
require additional monitoring by local governments. In order to reduce costs 
for state agencies and local governments the Department of Ecology would 
institute a monitoring consortium to coordinate water quality monitoring for 
stormwater, wastewater and other pollutants.  Other parties to the consortium 
would also contribute funds or in-kind resources.  Additional stormwater 
monitoring will also be initiated. 
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Clean-up Areas with Immediate Septic and Nutrient Problems ($56.3 million) 

1. Clean-ups areas with on the Ground Actions ($50 Million) 

a. On Site Septic Replacement - $3 million (Water Quality Account) 
Through a partnership with Shorebank and the Hood Canal 
Coordinating Council, grants and loans will be provided to repair or 
replace approximately 200 failing septic systems in Hood Canal.  State 
funds will be matched by $3.4 million in private funding.   

b. Reduce Pollution through Reclaimed Water - $6.3 million ($4.8 
million State Bonds, $1.5 million Water Quality Account) Grants 
are provided to help local government implement projects to reclaim 
wastewater. Increasing water reuse helps increase streamflows and 
reduces toxics, nutrients and pathogen discharges in wastewater.    The 
Department of Ecology will also adopt new rules for reclaimed water.   

c. Wastewater Treatment Upgrades - $31.7 million (Public Works 
Trust Fund) Additional loans will be provided through the Public 
Works Board for projects to upgrade wastewater systems around Puget 
Sound.  Projects will help to eliminate combined sewer overflows in 
Anderson Cove (Bremerton) and Port Angeles Harbor as well as 
construct new treatment plant in Blain and Lake Stevens. 

d. Belfair Sewer - $4.8 million (State Bonds) Additional grants are 
provided to provide wastewater treatment around Belfair on Hood 
Canal 

e. State Parks Wastewater Improvements - $4.2 million ($2.1 million 
State Bonds, $2.2 State Toxics Account) Installs a park-wide 
wastewater treatment system at Bay View State Park to replace 30- to 
50-year old septic tanks and all beach area tanks.  All sink waste drains 
will be tied in into the wastewater treatment system.  Other work will 
be conducted at Fort Flagler, Larabee and Belfair state park.   

 

2. Help Local Governments Manage Septic Systems - $4 million ($3.6 
million GF-S, $600,000 ALEA) Support local health districts as they 
implement programs in marine protected areas to prevent contamination from 
septic systems.  Programs will include monitoring, education, technical 
assistance and enforcement. This is a follow up to legislation (HB 1458) 
passed in 2006 requiring local health districts to develop plans to protect high 
priority marine waters. Monitoring contamination sources of shellfish beds 
will be increased to meet federal requirements. Regulatory oversight and 
technical assistance to Large Onsite Sewage systems will also increase.   

3. Identify Sources and Distribution of Nutrients - $1.89 million (Federal 
and other funds)  Understanding the sources and fate of nutrients entering 
Puget Sound is necessary to make decisions on the best ways of cleaning up 
pollutants.  DOE will create an environmental model of South Puget Sound 
(below the Tacoma Narrows) which will be used to establish discharge limits 
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and to evaluate the potential results of different management actions. 
Additionally work will continue to evaluate the effectiveness of advanced 
septic systems in removing nitrogen and continue to determine how nitrogen 
from septic systems enters marine waters in Hood Canal.   

 

Protect Essential Habitat and Prevent Further Losses ($40.7 Million)  

1. Protect Essential Habitat through on the Ground Actions ($33 Million 
capital) 

a. Salmon Habitat Protection Grants- Salmon Recovery Funding 
Board - $21.75 Million (State Bonds) Grants would be provided to 
local governments and tribes through the SRFB for projects to protect 
riparian areas, floodplains and forested habitats and marine shorelines 
to maintain natural process and functions.  

b. Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program (WWRP) - $12 
million (State Bonds) As part of the WWRP there is anticipated to be 
$12 million worth of habitat and recreation projects in Puget Sound.  
The most significant of these includes a 91 acre expansion of the 
Woodard Bay Natural Resource Conservation Area; adds 57 acres to 
Deception Pass State Park; protects 500 acres of riparian/wetland 
habitat on Decker Creek (Mason County) and purchases development 
rights on a 24 acre farm in the Dungeness River Delta. 

2. Support local governments ($2.32 million GF-S)  

a. Enhance Shoreline Protection - $320,000 (GF-S) The Department of 
Fish and Wildlife will work with PSAT, DNR, and the Army Corps to 
develop guidance and permitting documents for improved methods of 
shoreline protection.   

b. Enhancing local compliance – $2 million (GF-S) A grant program 
would be established for local governments to hire staff in ten 
watersheds to improve compliance with state and local habitat laws 
particularly critical area and shoreline ordinances.  A local match 
would be required to access these funds.    

3. Improve wetlands mitigation and hydraulic permits - $1.5 million (GF-S) 
The Department of Ecology will increase compliance checks of wetland 
mitigation projects to ensure that developers are meeting the wetland permit 
conditions. WDFW would hire an outside consultant to evaluate the 
effectiveness of WDFW’s hydraulic permit conditions.   

4. Salmon and Eelgrass Monitoring - $759,000 ($691,000 GF-S, $68,000 
ALEA) In order to determine the effectiveness of current salmon recovery 
strategies and effectively make management decisions, monitoring of smolts 
and returning salmon would be expanded into new areas currently without 
adequate monitoring.   This effort would provide the information necessary 
for federal agencies need to make delisting decisions and is based upon the 
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recommendations of the Governor’s Monitoring Forum.  The Department of 
Natural Resources will also acquire site-specific monitoring equipment that 
allows the Department to assess eelgrass loss in Hood Canal and Wescott Bay 
adjacent to San Juan Island.    

 

Citizens Partnership ($5.75 million)  

1. Citizen Partnership -$5.0 million  ($2.5 million Water Quality Account, 
$2.5 million private) A multi-year campaign would be initiated to build 
public awareness about the problems facing Puget Sound, explain how the 
public can change their behavior and engage in direct actions to support and 
protect the Sound. State funds would be required to be matched by an equal 
amount of non state funding.   

2. Public Participation Grants - $750,000 (Local Toxics) The Department of 
Ecology will also provide grants to communities, neighbor and watershed 
groups for environmental activities, outreach and education in Puget Sound.  
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